Why We Read
Our lives are framed and formed by what we read.
When we are very young and someone reads to us, we enjoy it.  We listen to the sounds and enjoy the music of our language and the beauty and the silliness of the story or rhyme.
When we go to school (or learn to read by some other means), we know we are doing something truly important.  We have a sense of accomplishment.  We know and we know that we know.  What a sense of empowerment!
We then read when we can.  We read our school textbooks in little bites, as recommended by the teacher.  But when we go home, we read voraciously.  We read everything we can find. We read the cereal box at breakfast. We read our mothers’ magazines.  We go to the library and bring home piles of books and we feel rich, knowing the library has given us such a gift!  We read the books given to us for birthdays and Christmases and we find books in the attic that our parents have forgotten were there.  We find a music book one rainy afternoon  and are able to decipher what the notes mean and we actually teach ourselves to sing an old song that our parents still remember.
What is it we are seeking?  We don’t even know, but we are driven to read and read and read.
Then, one day, when all this reading has taught us so much that we have become wise, we know what it is.  We are seeking truth and we have found it!
The books have informed us about how things work and why some things don’t.
They have informed us about each other and how we are all the same.  They have taken us to places we have never seen and given us experiences we can’t have.  They have made us curious about everything and have encouraged us to travel and to visit strange cities and nature’s treasures and  museums and cathedrals and to enjoy music of other cultures as well as our own.
We have been given empathy for each other and the ability to understand what poor is and how rich we are.
We have explored and mined our own history and learned that our country is not perfect, even though our teachers tried to convince us it is.  We have been able to read about current events and have learned to recognize justice and injustice, integrity and duplicity. 
We have known Washington and Lincoln and the Roosevelts and Martin Luther King and Bill Gates and Vincent Van Gogh and Stalin and Hitler and Churchill and Nelson Mandela and the innocents who were caught up in the holocaust and in other genocides the world has allowed.  We have been in the world of slavery, in the books written by ex-slaves as well as those written by historians and professional authors   
We have gone to so many places through our imagination and through the books that stimulate our imagination.  We have been to Africa with Isaak  Dinesen and with Barbara Kingsolver and to Napoleon’s France and to Shakespeare’s  England and to King Arthur’s court and to Tolstoy’s and Chekhov’s Russia and to the holocaust and to India and China and countless places and times.
We are truly blessed.  As no one has ever been blessed before.
Some of our children have not had the same experience we have had.  What can we do to help them to know and experience the world as we have?
1. We must find a way for them to learn to read.  Find a tutor or a program that will help them to learn.  The progress will be slow at first, and it will cost some money, but there is no greater gift you can give them.
2. We must find a way for them to love learning.  While they are becoming readers, we can take them to those places through films and documentaries.  There is so much on PBS  and the Discovery Channel.  The library has DVDs on every subject imaginable. 
3. We can take them to visit historic sites and museums and parks and  nature preserves.  Don’t be afraid to take them to Cleveland or to Canton or Akron or Columbus.  Even Springfield, Illinois!  We were there last year, and the Lincoln  Library (which just opened a couple of years ago)  can fill a child with a love of history in just a day or two.
4. We  can read to them.  Read the textbooks that are too difficult while they are learning to read better.  Read stories to them, and poetry, and science books and history books.
5. We can empower them with a sense of their own talents and abilities.  Help them to discover what they can do well and encourage them to pursue their talents and passions.
6. We can catch them doing something well.  Praise good work and honest efforts.  
7. We  can encourage them to work independently, but we need to be nearby to help when it is necessary.
We need to take responsibility for our children’s education.  The school will do what the school can do, and it may not be enough for our child.  If it isn’t, then we must do what we can do to see that he learns to function well and, above all, we must ensure that he learns to love learning.
If your child struggles with reading, get an evaluation as early as possible.  It is much easier and quicker to provide remediation to a six or seven year old than to try to help him when he is ten or twelve or sixteen.  
And be sure to find ways for learning to be fun!
